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i  227042.  Lt „  Stephen  Victor  gt  ^  AjCJKl 

j  being  duly  sworn,  gaves  the  following  evidence- 

1  i>r  home  address  is  c/-  V.  K.  Dny,  Delgetty  and 

Coy,  Albury ,  N.S.W.  (telephone  no  Al'oury  lo8.*  . 

i.y  number,  rank,  name  and  uai  :  1?  227042,  Lt. 
Stephen  Victor  Puit  D±.*,  General  Lltt,  Britisn  trpr.  I  ™ 
attached  to  HQ  South-West  Fcclfic  area  at  Pan<?:®*6.  1  saw 

no  war  crimes  or  atrocities  prior  to  the  eessa ;ion  oi  hostilities 
and  I  became  a  prisoner-of-war  at  land long  Fri ok  and  was  tnere 
from  15  oar  42  until  Nov  42.  Then  I  w.jnt  to  Char.gi  where  we 
were  for  a  fortnight  and  the’-  lit  /ed  to  .  uching .  arrived  at 

Kuching  in  November.  It  was  (•n1y  a  matter  of  three  vf^hine 
the  time  we  left  T^ndjong  Fri  >k  until  *e  arrived  at  Kuching. 

From  Singapo-  n  to  Kuching  I  was  a  member  of  a 
force  of  500  under  Col.  Bussell.  That  force  was  composed  of 
English  other  ranks  and  officers.  I  vaa  in  the  Engl  si.  .p 
at  Kuching  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  var  cr.ere. 

At  Tand 4cng  F  •  i ok  we  were  miven  e  surrender 
form  to  sign.  It  w-  to" the  effect  that  we  would  make  no 
attempt  to  escape.  le  ttf^ed  to  sign  iai.  form  but  were 
eventually  given  an  order  by  a  staff  ofi icer  under  pressure 

to  sign  the  form. 

One  officer  refused  to  sign  the  form  and  he  got 

a  rather  bed  beating  up  from  the  swoi  -1  chain  of  the  ^aPJn^®®h 
Camp  Comdt.  Unfortunately  I  do  not  rerranbe.  the  name  of  eithe 
the  officer  concerned  nor  of  the  Japar.se  Comp  Comat. 

I  :  ad  to  take  part  in  wc-i  king  forties  for  the 
organized  looting  of  businesses  for  the  Japanese.  The  Japanese 
used  the  pritish  as  working  parties  to  siv  r  o-Jces  in  the 

of  everything  of  value  .  The  British  -./cul d  be  given  a  whole 
block  of  offices  to  force  the  3afes  and  co.  lect  anything  of  value 
Thev  then  took  the  things  in  trucks  to  n.,  docics  for  shipment 
overseas.  They  were  civilian  oifbes  that  were  lootec . 

In  the  particular  office  where  1  was  the  safes 
hfiri  Pireadv  been  Grilled  ore..,  There  was  nothing  left  of  any 
vSiiip  Sxee?t  ulreJs  of  interest  to  the  particular  firm  itself. 
There  was  no  actual  cash  ov*  anything  like  that  left  in  the  safe. 
It  was  regular  feature  at  Land  eng  at  one  sv.age  for  a  working 
party  to  |o  into  town  and  get  everything  they  could  from  the 
offices  and  send  it  down  to  the  docks.  They  took  furniture, 
fittihgs,  electric  light  bulbs.  What  aituelxy  became  of  them  I 
do  not  know,  but  presumably  they  were  locoed  on  to  the  ships. 
Thet  was  about  lay  or  Jure,  42, 
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There  v.orld  be  no  more  than  300  £ustrfl ian  troops 
in  our  camr  at  Tardjong  Friok.  They  were  scattered  around  in 
other  camps  ir.  thc  to\/n  of  Batavia  itself.  At  the  tine  opera¬ 
tions  ceas>;3  Cen.  tit  we?  1  ’;as  our  direct  commander  and  then  we 
eventually  split  *nto  smaller  pertles.  Lt.  Col.  Bussell  was  in 
charge  of  the  cart)  that  went  over  to  Kuching.  He  subsequently 
died  there  and  Lt .  Cot.  Wiimster  took  over  commend, 

1  c-  :iu :  Kno.v  tho  name  of  the  Japanese  CC  at 
Tandjong  Friok  nor  ;r?  mtoes  of  any  uniti.  tx.ere.  ke  were  under 
the  camr  guards  e  x  the  ..'orkijg  p-rrti&s  were  under  their 
supervision  ar.d  centre  1.  fctho-  than  that  we  saw  very  little  of 
Jepanese  soldier^  at  ‘:h<*  t  time  .  I  car  give  you  no  help  as  to 
identification  buc  I  know  o’ r  Intelligence  kept  records,  Le 
had  very  little  opportunity  of  keeping  records. 

I  U'Tct  reme.v  ►  er  the  name  of  the  ship  on  which 
we  were  taken  frc::  ,  uva  to  S-.ngap^rc.  It  was  a  comparatively 
modern  freighter,  he  were  packed  in  t  e  hole  but  hod  sufficient 
to  eat  and  there  via  .sufficient  water  to  have  a  di  ink  when  we 
wanted  to  do  so.  Ir.t;  officers  were  peimitted  to  lie  on  the 
deck  and  in  the  hatches  and  .here  was  sufficient  room  in  the 
holds  for  the  men  to  lie  down. 


Tha  conditions  on  the  trip  from  Singapore  to 
Kuching  were  very  In  d  indeed.  It  was  a  very  small  freighter 
of  approximately  60C  tens.  There  were  a  lot  of  troops  on  beard. 
Conditions  were  foul  .  They  ware  all  English  troops  on  boerd  and 
the  trip  lasted  approximately  four  days.  The  trip  resulted 
directly  in  the  h  cf  three  or  four  men  although  there  were  nc 
deaths  on  board,  £)  ser.tery  broke  out  on  bcord  and  facilities 
for  catering  vith  ie  were  nil.  They  wei'e  lying  on  the  hatches. 
As  soon  as  we  got  to  Kuching  there  was  a  very  bad  outbreak  of 
dysentery  and  qu.ite  a  few  deaths. 

fri  the  last  one  and  a  half  days  of  tne  trip 
there  was  no  drinUmg  water  whatever 0  Thc.’CO  was  room  to  lie 
down  and  the  troops  were  allowed  on  deck  for  certain  hours  at 
the  beginning  of  tKa  voyage  to  .  ■  ;h  ana  collect  food.  There 
were  wooden  boxer  < n  both  starboard  and  port  side  for  latrines. 
They  were  quite  inadequate.  They  were  ho&ed  cut  twice  a  day. 

'•hen  we  were  on  a  lighter  going  of*  at  Kuching  they  hosed  the 
latrine  out  on  t)p  of  us,  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  any  of 
the  Japanese  ir.  rjinrge  on  that  trip. 

At  Kuching  I  had  far  more  contact  with  the 
«eyanese  than  in  Java.  Col  ..n&a  (since  deceased)  was  in  charge 
of  the  camp.  His  .0  was  Yamamoto.  There  was  a  civilian 
interpreter  r.arr.jd  Kubu.  He  did  not  nave  Army  status.  Lt. 

Ojima,  formerly  of  Sandakan,  was  there.  Interpreter  Inigaki 
was  there  -  he  was  rrotsbly  the  worst  of  the  whole  bunch.  Sgt 
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Kobo  was  8n  NCC  end  Pte  KiCota  was  one  of  the  guards. 

he  were  not  allowed  to  copimunlcate  between  camps. 
It  was  one  big  erea  with  special  camps.  1  must  admit  that  I 
did  say  "Selim"  to  one  yf  the  Indians  goin*  Dast.  I  was  seen 
and  taken  cut,  ben  ten,  knocked  down,  quite  o  .number  of  times 
with  a  Chunkel  (sort  of  hoe)  handle.  The  berttng  was  by  an 
ordinary  Japanese  soldier.  Unfortunately  7.  cannot  remember  his 
name,  I  was  asked  what  I  said  and  I  said  vhnt  I  merely  said 
"Salim"  when  taken  bolcre  Lt.  O.lima  and  Tm.riki,  I  was  told  that 
I  was  a  liar  and  I  was  continually  beater;  t.ni  interrogated  as 
to  what  information  I  had  passed  on.  I  repeated  all  the  time 
that  I  had  only  said  "Sslim".  I  was  continually  beaten  about  the 
face  and  ended  being  kicked  in  the  stomach  end  lower  regions. 

I  was  not  kicked  in  the  testicles  although  he  tried  hard  enough. 
That  went  on  lor  3bout  20  min  ites  and  then  1  was  taken  to  the 
cells  and  placed  in  the  cells  f>i  the  night. 

I  was  then  taken  before  Col.  Suga  and  told 
that  I  had  been  sentenced  to  five  days  imprisonment  in  the  cells 
with  severe  punishment  but  that  owing  to  it  being  the  Empercr's 
birthday  he  gave  me  five  days  rice  and  water.  I  spent  the  five 
days  in  the  cell.  The  worst  feature  of  that  was  that  you  were 
only  allowed  to  go  to  the  urinal  three  ti.ies  in  24  hours.  Being 
on  a  rice  and  water  diet,  the  rice  turning  to  water,  you  would 
want  to  go  to  the  urinal  6  or  8  times  in  a  night.  Consequently 
I  was  unable  to  eat  folly.  I  was  released  at  about  the  end  of 
six  days. 


Sgt. .  Kobo  was  the  serg -ant  in  charge  of  the 
guard  and  I  think,  he  was  responsible  largely  for  discipline 
as  far  as  the  Jsrances  troops  were  concerned.  He  occasionally 
broke  out  and  beat  up  various  people.  I  have  seen  him  quite 
frequently  at  it.  He  was  more  di  less  fair  and  he  did  nat  do 
it  unless  you  gave  him  some  cause  fi*r  annoyance  as  far  as  they 
were  concerned. 


Kidata  was  an  entirely  different  type.  He  was 
purely  sadistic  end  he  doiighted  in  being  as  cruel  a«  he  cMild 
tU  anyone  he  trok  a  dislike  to,  J.e  t.ck  a  dislike  to  Capt. 
Whiteman  end  everybime  bo  caw  that  officer  outside  he  made  him 
stand  before  the  ranks  and  ha  would  beat  him  up  or  knocked  him 
down,  and  lump  end  stand  on  his  back.  He  did  chat  to  at  least 
half  a  dozen  people  who  he  disliked  intensely  fur  any  reason 
whatsoever,  lie  w.,s  a  very  t;,d  end  vicious  type. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  say  whether  any  deaths 
were  caused  by  Hic’ate  .  It  did  necessitate  their  going  off  duty 
for  two  or  three  aiy r  and  ev;  nuiaJJy  going  to  hospital  with 
something  else  and  dying,  Alku  a  week  in  the  cells  you  came 
out  with  dysentery,  scabies  and  beri  beri  ard  once  you  were 
in  a  very  bad  cc edition  you  could  not  afford  to  let  any  of  these 
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things  get  the  better  of  you.  I  cannot  say  I  saw  enyone  die 
as  a  dirsct  result  of  an  attcck  by  these  people.  They  heva 
been  directly  responsible  for  the  death  of  quite  a  rofijev. 

The  fact,  that  a  man  was  sick  or  under -nourished  did  net  stay 
them  or  prevent  them  in  the  lea3t. 

Originally  the  officers  were  going  do-n  with 
working  parties  to  the  aerodrome .  We  did  not  want  the  iren  to 
work  as  hard  aj  the  Japi.re.je  wanted  and  we  got  it  both  ways. 

After  I.prch -April,  194-3,  we  were  taken  from 
the  men  into  a  soorial  Cc.ro.  Vo  did  not  have  to  do  any  work 
for  the  Japanese  ai't&r  that.  We  were  given  a  strip  of  jungle 
.to  clear  an.]  tcld  wo  would  have  to  grow  cur  own  food.  That 
was  quite  impossible . 

The  prisoners  of  war  wore  employed  on  the 
construction  of  aerodromes  and  airstrips..  I  saw  those  airstrips 
in  use  afterwards  by  military  fighter  pianos »  I  did  not  see  men 
working  ir  the  shipyard  itself  bat  they  wore  working  on  the 
preparation  cf  the  ground  prior  to  the  building  of  the  yards. 
They  were  also  employed  handling  ammunition  and  bombs. 

Kuching  was  bombed  practically  every  day  from 
April  45  onwards.  To  my  knowledge  the  camp  was  definitely 
hot  marked  as  a  prisoner- cf -wax  camp.  To  my  knowledge  there 
were  no  Prisoner-of-war  casualties  from  the  bombing. 

The  food  position  was  very  bad.  Per  man  per  day 
the  food  ration  was: 

Pice  6  73  o.coo 
Sago  flour  ,27  o-a. 

Tapioca  root  4t0  ozs 
Cucumber  3«0  ozs 

They  were  Japanese  rations,  to  which  we  supplemented  from 
ourselves  potato  leaves  and  the  scorns,  equivalent  to  12  ozs,  and 
artichokes,  which  includes  the  whole  plant,  root  and  stalk, 

15  czs.  Cn  top  cf  thac  we  had  about  half  a  tea spoonful  of 
sugar  and  a  very  snail  tea  ration.  We  had  a  lower  ration  scale 
than  the  men  because  wo  were  not  working  for  the  Japanese, 

The  camp  being  as  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  1945  to  keep  the 
gardens  going  and  keeping  wood  going,  and  with  50  and  sometimes 
75  percent  cf  the  camp  ill  and  unfit  to  do  these  jobs,  it  meant 
that  a  lot  of  people  in  the  camp  had  to  work  very  hard  indeed. 

The  health  of  the  ncr  was  far  worse  than  the  ' 
health  of  the  officers.  The  health  cf  the  officers  was  very 
bad.  In  the  British  officers1  carp  we  hvd  about  15  percent 
death  re'll  and  in  the  men  it  was  60  percent.  In  our  camp  we 
had  about  120  officers. 

N 
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The  Jaranese  guaids  were  definitely  getting  a 
better  ration  than  we  were  >  V.hen  I  was  in  the  guard  bouse  1 
cou^d  see  all  the  guards  food  and  what  they  got.  Although 
their  ration  was  nob  what  a  European  would  consicer  a  goo 
diet  it  was  very  good  food  indeed,  -they  had  ampxe  f  »  P  ’ 
fruit,  and  rice. 

Originally  we  had  a  pork  issue,  in  the  early 
stages,  once  a  week  and  in  the  final  stages  it  was  once  a  month 

or  once  every  two  months.  It  represented  a  P1®0®  wa- 

x  V".  Ye  did  occasionally  get  fish  and  when  we  did  get  it  t  wa. 
dried  shark  and  it  was  alive  with  maggots,  You  got  it  once  a 
month  if  you  did  not  get  pork. 

Ledioal  supplies  for  practically  the  whole  time 
were  non-existent.  In  the* British  officers'  camp  there  was  no 
doito?  tntil  the  last  month.  There  were  5  or  *  do^or®  inath 
Australian  camo  doing  nothing.  We  applied  repeatedly  fo,  ® 
doctor  froo  the  Australian  camp.  We  had  no  redictaes.  P«Ple 
with  scabies,  etc;,  were  treated  vltn  hot  waver  w..en  we  coui 
afford  it  from  our  meagre  wool  ration.  It  was  a  matter 
using  a  rag  which  you  could  wash  out  and  put  back  again. 

I  knew  Yamamoto  well  and  I  have  seen  him  quite 
fr6n,,pntiv  He  nev«r  maltreated  me  but  I  have  seen  him  maltreat 
Sh«  "eopic.  I  did  not  actually  trade  with  l'amamoto  hut  a 
person  whowas  voryfrlehdlyjl  th  mo  did  *»«•■  tc* 

SS^J.rSSi"!  He  traded  with  at  least 

S5fiS'5.S  isS  «• 1  hes 

blneFit  l?  the  whole.  Ihere  was  also  a  market  as  far  es  watches 
were  concerned  with  the  Japanese  Qh  for  f ooc , 

Just  prior  to  the  capitulation  for  the  two  or 
three  days  when  Japan  was  hesitating  as  to  whether  to  accept 
or  not  a  lot  of  red ice 1  supplies  were  issuec  by  Yamamoto 

consisting  of  bandages,  disinfectants,  iodl£®>  ^ ^SL^xcuse 
sulphur,  which  had  undoubtedly  been  stored  by  him.  ®^ruse 

was  chat  he  did  not  knew  how  long  the  war  was  going  -o  last 
and  he  had  to  make  provision  for  another  12  to  id  months. 

Twice  while  in  Kuching  we  were  lined  on  the 
road  while  a  senior  Japanese  officer  drove  ;as«  in  a  car,  Uiat 
his  name  was  or  whet  he  was  l.ke  I  have  no  *o  * 

have  been  Baba  but  I  could  not  swear  to  tnat.  There  were  n 
curh  thinp  ps  regular  inspections  by  sen.io.,  cf-ice.s.  in 
the  earlyJdav‘J  Col.  Suga  visited  the  camp  frequently.  For  the 
last  18  months  he  did  not  come  near  the  r.aKp  at  ail .  he  did 
nnt  PO  near  trs  hospital  at  all,  his  excuse  being  that  he 
considered  the  conditions  in  the  hospital  so  appallxng  a  e 
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could  not  be  or  to  go  down,  l'.e  went  to  the  .oeen^s  Command  he 

^£-TSn,s.4.xs’«“^:-3^.-r 

beaten  up  but  I  have  never  actually  seen  it.  ne  must  aav 
aware  of  it. 

Collective  punishment  was  the  ;JaPan®?® 
of  maintaining  discipline  or  frl|htenlng.lhatconslstedf 
standing  to  attention  In  the  centre,  standing  with  your  nancs 
above  your  head.  The  whole  corap  was  brought  out  on 
end  men  made  to  stand  for  two  or  three  hours  In  the  sun.  anyon 
who  moved  a  muscle  or  blinked  an  eye  was  a  d  say  WOuld 

down  and  told  to  get  back  again.  Lt.  OJlma  I  wouio  y 
be  responsible.  Sgt.  kubu  was  In  charge  of  one.  hadota  was 
friven  change  of  another  and  he  perpetrated  beatings  lor  any 
JeHSn  at  111 !  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  they  reduced  the 
basic  ration  at  all.  Shot  they  did  do  was  to  reduce  us  In 
the  canteen.  The  canteen  system  In  the  later  stages  was 

non-existent.  Earlier  you  could  E”;ch8?L £  did  thwaten and 
fruiterer  fruit  and  things  like  that.  They  did  threaten  a 
they  did  at  times  say  "You  .eve  done  this  and  there  will 
canteen  for  one  month.” 

I  have  seen  bananas  brought  in  and  photographed 
but  no-one  ever  knew  where  they  went  to.  I  never  go  a 
of  any. 

As  far  as  I  know  among  the  Eritish  officers 
there  were  no  trials  or  executions. 

Ue  did  receive  cay.  V<e  originally  received  80 
dollars  a  month  and  60  were  deducted  for  board  and  lodging  and 
TO  were  credited  in  the  Yokahama  Bank.  From  the  remainder  we 
contributed  5  dollars  a  month  to  the  men's  mees  or  the 
vincnitni  It  wa s  increased  later  on  but  the  increase  in  p  y 
was^not1  proportionate  to  the  cost  of  anything  you Pwha 
”th.  latter  stages  It  was  no  use  because  you  could  not  buy 

anything  with  it. 

We  receive  two  issues  of  Bed  Gross  supplies,  one 
nt  rhanai  and  one  about  a  year  after  we  had  been  at 
They  were  from  the  American  Bed  Cross  and  one  P®J‘celIw^yhsay 
meant  for  one  man  was  divided  between  4  and  5  7fa?y 

regarding  the  initial  issue  which  we  received  at  Changi,  fa 
from  supplementing  our  rations  it  was  mainly  ve 

keeninc  us  alive  for  the  first  two  or  three  days  after  >ve 
arrived  at  Kuching.  No  arrangements  had  been  ™^®  f°T anyIt 
!  cooking,  rice,  or  anything.  There  was  no  water  laid  on.  It 
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was  entirely  due  to  having  these  1  ed  Cross  rations  that  kept 
us  going.  It  was  no+  for  t..ree  or  four  days  that  we  got  an 
issue. 


I  know  the  Japeneos  opened  hed  Cross  medical 
supplies.  I  cannot  say  that  they  opened  then  anywhere  at  the 
camp  at  Kuching  but  1  have  def.u'iitely  seen  Japanese  guards 
eating  l.ed  Cross  rations •Whe’iiior  they  came  from  the  particular 
camp  or  whether  they  had  been  opened  somewhere  else  I  do  not 
know.  I  have  not  seen  them  smoking  Anerloan  cigarettes.  I 
have  seen  them  eating  preserved  datos  end  J  -gs  and  these 
packages  of  fruit  you  get  in  led  Cross  supplies. 

The  men  at  Kuching  literally  worked  and 

starved  to  de9th.  There  was  no  proper  irs  e  of  clothing  and 
footwear.  Tropical  ulcers  wsre  very  bad  aw  one  stage.  I 
know  cf  cne  amputation  due  to  tropical  itJc.rs  and  I  know  chaps 
who  have  lost  fingers  and  toes  To  my  knowledge  there  was  only 
one  actual  amputation. 

I  was  in  hospital  for  about  three  days  In  194-5 
with  dysentery.  Conditions  tit  that  stage  «*ere  quite  inadequate. 
There  were  no  medical  supplies.  The  cure  Cor  dysentery  was  a 
dose  of  salts  and  starvation.  I  subsequently  saw  th?  men’s 
quarters  on  the  capitulation  and  the  conditions  in  the  non* s 
hit  in  their  sick  bay  with  dysentery  wore  absolutely  appalling. 
The  men  were  lying  cn  the  griuud  t.oo  weak  to  move.  There  was 
no  one  there  to  clean  up  the  iress  or  to  look  after  them. 

The  whole  atr.ospnere  of  the  nil  ace  was  frightful.  The  Romm 
Catholic  sisters  from  the  Convent  did  a  vsr y  fine  piece  of 
work  cleaning  it  up  after  tie  capitulation. 

I  CERTIFY  that  the  above  evidence  is  trui  and  correct. 

(Signed)  ScV.B,  DAY 

Taken  and  sworn  before  me  at  I.t. 

SYDkEY  on  this  22nd.  day  cf  November , 

1945. 


(Signed)  A  J.  iJu* SI  1  ELD 
C  yunis:-: toner . 
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